LPPC Worship

Rev. Elizabeth A. Lyman.

~Earth Sabbath - The People Gather Outside~
One: Creating Spirit, One tiny bit of water rests on the palm of my hand.

All: We bring it to you and with it we bring the whole ocean.

One: This tiny drop has the power to ease the burning thirst of humanity;

All: When spread on the earth, to give life to the seed and the future harvest;

One: When poured on the fire to quench the blaze.

All: A tiny drop of water can cleanse all of our misjudgments when blessed by your forgiveness.

One: O Redeemer, more than this, this tiny drop of water passed over our heads is the symbol of our birth in You. -  Ishpriya R.S.C.J. (Earth Prayers)

Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Through baptism we enter the covenant God has established.  In that covenant God gives us new life, nurtured by the love of God and God’s people.

Baptismal Prayer

We thank you, God, for the gift of creation made known to us in water and word.

Before the world had shape and form, your Spirit moved over the waters. Out of the waters of the deep, you formed the firmament and brought forth the earth to sustain all life.

In the time of Moses, your people Israel passed through the Red Sea waters from slavery to freedom and crossed the flowing Jordan to enter the Promised Land.

You have come to us through water in the stories of Jesus who was nurtured in the water of Mary's womb, baptized by John in the water of the Jordan, and became living water to a woman at the Samaritan well. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples and sent them forth to baptize with water and spirit. By the baptism of Christ’s own death and resurrection, Christ set us free from death and opened the way to eternal life.  From this water we rise to share in the resurrection.

Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water. Bless all who touch and taste this water that may be ever reminded of your abiding presence and claim on their lives.  May this Living Water be a fountain of deliverance and rebirth.  Amen.

Baptism Renewal

I ask you to remember your baptism with faith in the living God, Source, Servant and Guide. May the Spirit be upon you, children of God, may you walk in your Creator’s light forever. Remember your baptism and be grateful.

~Return to Sanctuary~
Welcome to Las Placitas….

Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it all others sitting in your pew. Introduce yourselves to those you don’t know. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the prayer card. They will be collected during the first hymn. Please remember to silence your cell phone
Centering Music

Welcome Announcements and Birthdays

Prelude and Lighting the Candles

During the prelude, we invite you to make the transition from getting here to being here. Take these few minutes to prepare for worship and allow the Spirit to refresh you.
Choral Introit

One: Christ is Risen!

All: He is risen, indeed!
One: Cristo ha resucitado!

All: Enverdad ha resucitado!
Greetings from John Green – chair – Earth Care Fellowship

*Opening Prayer




 John Orne Green
In this the season of Spring, we give our gratitude for the green 

shoots and new leaves now appearing everywhere, young and tender and 

full of the vigor of fresh life.

We give thanks for the waters from melting snows on the Sandia, as warm 

days ease on up the mountain.

Even for these winds that besiege us, we offer thanks for blowing in 

the new season.

We pray for the earth--also besieged by busy burgeoning humanity and 

all our windy struggles and ambitions for wealth and power and goods 

and novelties. We pray for a new understanding to come into season in 

our minds and the minds of our kind. We pray to be of some use in a 

slow healing of the earth and the seas, their resurrection and return 

to health in the coming generations.

We offer great thanks for this gift of freshened life.

Amen

*Hymn of Praise  #302  

“I Danced in the Morning”

Gathering of the Young Church (please join in singing ‘Jesus Loves Me’ as the children leave)

Prayers of Reconciliation
Leader: Let us come before our gracious and loving God with our prayers of reconciliation. Let us pray
Let us pray together:






All:

God, mother and father to us all,



Look upon your planet Earth divided:



Help us to know that we are all your children;

That all nations belong to one great family,

And all our religions lead to you.

Multiply our prayers in every land

Until the whole Earth becomes your congregation,

United in your love.

Sustain our vision of a peaceful future

And give us strength to work unceasingly

To make that vision real. Amen                                            (Helen Weaver)
A Time of Silence
[Please take this time in silence to offer your own prayers of confession—confessing your need for God and naming those barriers that keep you from knowing life as God’s beloved child.]

Assurance of Pardon

Jesus Christ has reconciled you to our Heavenly Parent, and presents you blameless, holy and beyond reproach. Continue to live therefore, secure and steadfast in your faith.

Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
The grace of God is ours for the taking!

Put off the sackcloth and ashes of despair, and dance in the light of God’s love.

In the name of Christ, we are forgiven!
*
The Passing of the Peace

 Leader: Forgiven and reconciled to God, let us now share signs of

reconciliation and love with one another. The Peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

Leader: Let us share God’s peace with each other
*Congregational Response  

# 123 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!

    Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!    

    Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!   

    Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!





~The Hearing of the Word~

Prayer of Illumination.
Creator God, your presence is as the wind, the breath and sustainer of life.
We are grateful for being a part of your beautiful creation:
rugged mountains, rolling plains, and uncultivated deserts.
We thank you for the birds of the air, animals, and fish of the sea.
For purity of water and air and healing medicines that remind us of the need for holy virtue in life, physical and spiritual. In your holy mystery, you have revealed that we are God’s children, a wonderful mosaic of humanity with different cultures and heritages. We have a work yet to do, to work for truth and equity. We pray that we might always be found faithful, reflecting your love. Cause light to overcome the darkness of the world through your Son Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
—Cecil Corbett (Native American Presbyterian)
SCRIPTURE READINGS

 Psalter Reading (in Spanish) - Psalm 133
* Spanish Himnario    De Colores – (see insert)
*Gospel Reading – John 20:19-31
Anthem

music by Sage
Epistle Reading – 1 John 1:1–2:2

Leader: God’s Word for us. People: Thanks be to God!
Sermon                         “The Greatest”                    Rev. Elizabeth Lyman



~Our Response to the Word~
Affirmation of Faith 



The LPPC Earth Covenant – Adopted 1998  
All: “Heeding the tragic breakdown of local, regional, and global ecosystems, seeking justice for all creation and in solidarity with the poor  who suffer from environmental oppression;

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, this congregation has affirmed and professed that through proclamation, worship, fellowship, service and formation it will now, and in the future, dedicate itself to the love, care healing and defense of God’s earth, our home.”

And we here today, as each is willing and able, re-commit ourselves and our community to this covenant and vision. Amen.


 

Prayers of the People  - Prayer for the Earth
Leader: 
To bring new life to the land 

To restore the waters 

To refresh the air 

Response: We join with the earth and with each other. 

Leader: 
To renew the forests 

To care for the plants 

To protect the creatures 

Response: We join with the earth and with each other.
Leader: 
To celebrate the seas 

To rejoice in the sunlight 

To sing the song of the stars 

Response: We join with the earth and with each other. 
Leader: 
To recall our destiny 

To renew our spirits 

To reinvigorate our bodies 

Response: We join with the earth and with each other.
Leader: 
To recreate the human community 

To heal all people

To promote justice and peace 

To remember our children 

Response: We join with the earth and with each other. 


All: We join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving mystery: for the healing of the earth and the renewal of all life. (silence) 

The Prayer of Jesus       (paraphrase by Rev. Dr.  Kenneth Cuthbertson - 2007)

Holy One, Father and Mother of all, you are the one who holds and guides the cosmos.

May your Name be hallowed in our words and lives.

May your reign of peace and well being come among us.

May your intentions and desires come to pass on earth as it is in the highest heavens.

May there be bread sufficient for all this day.

Free us from our misdeeds and failings even as we respond in compassion to one another.

Do not lead us into temptation or trail, but deliver us from the power of evil. For you reign in the power and glory of life, light and love forever. Amen
Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts 
(We encourage you to write a way in which you will begin practicing environmental tithing on a slip of paper and place it in the offering plate as it is passed)
Offertory

Doxology      Avery and Marsh version
PH #593
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.       






 
*Prayer of Dedication 
(Iroquois Offertory Prayer)
We return thanks to our mother, the earth, which sustains us. 
We return thanks to the rivers and streams, which supply us with water. 
We return thanks to all the herbs, which furnish medicines for the cure of our diseases. 
We return thanks to the corn, and to her sisters, the beans and squashes, which give us life. 
We return thanks to the wind, which, moving the air, had banished diseases. 
We return thanks to the moon and stars, which have given to us their light when the sun was gone. 
We return thanks to the sun, that he has looked upon the earth with a beneficent eye. 
Lastly, we return thanks to the Great Spirit, in whom is embodied all goodness, and who directs all things for the good of his children. 

(Source: adapted from "Earth Prayers," edited by Elizabeth Roberts and Elias Amidon, 1991, p. 238. Reprinted by arrangement with HarperSanFrancisco, a division of HarperCollins Publishers.) 
* Closing Hymn  ( #2059 Sing the Faith)  “I Am Your Mother (Earth Prayer)” (see insert) 
*Charge  and Benediction


Be a gardener.



Dig a ditch,



Toil and sweat,



And turn the earth upside down



And seek the deepness



And water the plants in time.



Continue this labor



And make sweet floods to run


And noble and abundant fruits to spring.



Take this food and drink



And carry it to God



As your true worship.       Julian of Norwich

* Choral Response

Postlude

